
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

 
February 27, 2003 

 
Dear Senator Frist, Senator Daschle, Senator Hatch, and Senator Leahy: 
 

I write in connection with the nomination of Miguel Estrada.  Some Democrat 
Senators have indicated that they would like to know more about Mr. Estrada’s record 
before a vote occurs.  As I stated in my letter of February 12 to Senator Daschle and 
Senator Leahy, we believe that the Senate has had sufficient time and possesses sufficient 
information to vote on Miguel Estrada.  More important, a majority of Senators have 
indicated that they possess sufficient information and would vote to confirm him. 

 
But if some Senators believe they must have more information before they will 

end the filibuster of this nomination, we respectfully suggest that there are three different 
and important sources of information that have been and remain available and that would 
appropriately accommodate the request for additional information.  We ask that you 
encourage interested Senators to avail themselves of these sources as soon as possible. 

 
First, as I have written to you previously, individual Senators who wish to meet 

with Miguel Estrada may and should do so immediately.  We continue to believe that 
such meetings could be very useful to Senators who wish to learn more about Mr. 
Estrada’s record and character.  

 
Second, Senators who have additional questions for Mr. Estrada should 

immediately pose such questions in writing to him.  We propose that additional questions 
(in a reasonable number) be submitted in writing to Mr. Estrada by Friday, February 28.  
Mr. Estrada would endeavor to answer such questions in writing by Tuesday, March 4.  
He would answer the questions forthrightly, appropriately, and in a manner consistent 
with the traditional practice and obligations of judicial nominees, as he has before. 

 
Third, Senators who wish to know more about Mr. Estrada’s performance and 

approach when working in the United States Government -- and, in particular, how that 
relates to his possible future performance as a Circuit Judge -- should immediately ask in 
writing for the views of the Solicitors General, United States Attorney, and Judges for 
whom Mr. Estrada worked and ask them to respond by Tuesday, March 4.  In particular, 
interested Senators could immediately send a joint letter to each of the following 
individuals for whom Mr. Estrada has worked in the United States Government: Judge 
Amalya Kearse, Justice Anthony Kennedy, former United States Attorney Otto 
Obermaier, former Solicitor General Ken Starr, former Solicitor General Drew Days, 
former Solicitor General Walter Dellinger, and former Solicitor General Seth Waxman.  
In our judgment, these men and women could provide their views on Mr. Estrada’s 
background and suitability to be a Circuit Judge by March 4 without sacrificing the 
integrity of the decisionmaking processes of the Judiciary, United States Attorney’s 



office, and Solicitor General’s office.  And their views could assist Senators who seek 
more information about Mr. Estrada. 

 
We believe that these sources of information, which have been available for some 

time, would readily accommodate the desire for additional information expressed by 
some Senators who have thus far supported the filibuster of a vote on this nominee.  We 
ask that you encourage Senators who have objected to the scheduling of a vote to avail 
themselves of these sources of information.  And we respectfully ask that the Senate vote 
up or down as soon as possible on Mr. Estrada’s nomination, which has been pending for 
nearly two years. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.     
 

Sincerely,  
         
 

Alberto R. Gonzales 
Counsel to the President 

 
 
The Honorable Thomas A. Daschle 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
The Honorable Bill Frist 
The Honorable Orrin Hatch 
 
Copy: All other United States Senators 


